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Literature o n art was first collected by the old Elec-
tors o f Saxony w h o were keen a n d knowledgeab le 
fol lowers o f the subject. Th is exp la ins why art l it ­
erature has always played a special role in the Saxon 
State Library in Dresden ( S L U B - http://www.tu-
dresden.de/slub/). T h i s is reflected in its extraordi -
nari ly rieh co l lect ion of art. It. has been a l ibrary for 
special col lect ions since 1966. In 1983 it was given 
the Status o f the "Centra l Specialist Library for Art 
a n d Music in the GDR". Th is enab led it to cont inue 
to expand its r ieh Stocks o f art l i terature in m o r e 
recent tim.es. T h e lack of foreign currency was com-
pensated by an intensive exchange o f literat ure. T h e 
eighteen a n n u a l v o l u m e s o f the " B i b l i o g r a p h y o f 
Fine Arts" w h i c h were edited by the l ibrary offered 
a rieh v o l u m e o f extra material. 
Af te r the re im i f i ca t i on o f G e r m a n y plans were 
m a d e to i nc lude East G e r m a n l ibraries in the P r o ­
g r a m m e o f i n t e r l i b r a r y l o a n s s p o n s o r e d by the 
Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft ( D F G ) . Because 
S L U B possessed an extraordinari ly g o o d stock o f art 
b o o k s , it was assigned to the f ie ld o f special col lec­
t ions ( G e r m a n : Sondersammelgeb ie t or SSG) de -
voted to c o n t e m p o r a r y art, i nc lud ing photography , 
industr ia l design a n d commerc ia l art for which the 
Heidelberg Universlty l i b rary was responsible at the 
t ime . Since then SLUB's stock o f l iterature o n c o n ­
t e m p o r a r y art has grown a n n u a l i y at a rate o f 
a r o u n d 4,000 vo lumes . 
Th is rieh stock which n o w totals around 100,000 
vo lumes is for the m o s t part i ndexed in the S L U B 
Dresden W E B O P A C {http://webopac.slub~dresden.de). 
Since 1993, in order to enable researchers to have 
access to the Stocks nat ionwide , all new purchases 
have been entered i.nto the South West C o n s o r t i u m 
(Südwes tverbund or S W B ) and can be researched 
on l ine in the Kar lsruhe Vir tua l Cata logue {http:// 
www.ubka.uni-karlsruhe.de/kvk.httnl). Starting in 
1994 all new acquis i t ions have been made accessi-
ble with alphabet ica l subject series; and f rom 2000 
onwards n o t a t i o n s f r om the Regensburg C o n s o r ­
t i u m Classif ication ( R V K ) have add i t iona l l y been 
m a d e accessible. 
SLUB's comprehens ive stock o f exh ib i t ion cata-
logues and academic literature o n contemporary art 
is further enr i ched by nati.onal.ly significant Stocks 
of special col lect ions. 
In. this respect the collection o f artists books which 
holds a u n i q u e assortment o f periodicals and b o o k s 
conta in ing or ig ina l graphics w h i c h were pub l i shed 
un.offici.ally in the G D R is part icu lar ly w o r t h y o f 
note. The extremely rare small periodicals have since 
been d.igital.i.sed wi th the s u p p o r t of the D F G and 
can n o w be accessed in the internet under http:// 
1 4 1 . 3 0 . 1 7 1 . 1 3 / t u d / t e m p l a t e s / i n d e x . h t m l . T h i s 
means that these m u c h sought-af ter minor per i od i ­
cals pr inted o n vulnerable materia l n o longer have 
to be l oaned out . 
A further col lect ion which enriches SLUB's Stocks 
in the field o f c o n t e m p o r a r y art is the Media thek 
which conta ins re.ma.rkab.le s o u n d and v ideo d o c u -
ments o n c o n t e m p o r a r y artists a n d m u l t i m e d i a art 
happenings . 
T h e Deutsche Fotothek has been a department o f 
the Saxon State Library since 1983. As one o f the 
majo r pub l i c picture archives in the Federal Repub-
lic of G e r m a n y it is a signif icant add i t ion to the field 
o f special col lect ions. T h e 2,000,000 picture d o c u -
ments (negatives, prints a n d slides) include coun t 
less Photograph ie d o c u m e n t s of impor tan t art a n d 
p h o t o g r a p h y exh ib i t i ons as wel l as the estates of 
important photographers. Since 1991 the Fotothek 
has contributed to the "Marburger Index" project 
to make an inventory of cultural and art history 
(http://bUdmdex.de/intro.htm). A r o u n d 270 ,000 
p h o t o s have b e e n m i c r o f i l m e d and d ig i ta l i sed 
wi th in the framework of the project which has en ­
abled them to be publ ished wor ldw ide in this f o r m 
for the first t ime . 
A n almost comple te col lect ion o f children's b o o k s 
from. East a n d West G e r m a n publishers be tween 
1945 and 1990 offers a u n i q u e survey of the dif fer-
ent developments in c o n t e m p o r a r y b o o k illustra-
t ions in both G e r m a n states, and is thus a fur ther 
i m p o r t a n t a d d i t i o n to the specia l co l l ec t i ons o f 
c o n t e m p o r a r y art. 
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In order to cope with the f l ood o f i n f o rmat i on and 
the increasingly m u l t i m e d i a character o f c o n t e m -
porary art the D F G has been fund ing the cons t ruc -
t ion o f a v irtuai special l ibrary o f c o n t e m p o r a r y art 
since 2001 (h11p: I Iv i faart , s lub-dresden.de/ ) . T h e 
most i m p o r t a n t bu i ld ing b lock in V iFaAr t wil l be 
the A r t G u i d e , a Virtual catalogue for i nc lud ing and 
index ing internet sources. in order to facilitate the 
search for m a n y y o u n g artists a data base k n o w n as 
C o n A r t (http://vifaart.slub-dresden.de/csp/vifaart/ 
conart/conart.csp) has been added to V iFaAr t . Th i s 
lists a r o u n d 11,000 data o n con temporary artists, 
which have been taken f r o m periodicals and articles. 
1t is further expanded by a List o f artists Websites. The 
SSG-S delivery Service, w h i c h users have been able 
to access by V iFaAr t for one year n o w , is a further 
impor tan t addi t ion to the Virtual speci.ali.st Library 
of con temporary art. 
T h e addit ion of the ArtGui.de catalogue ofinter.net 
sources will rnean. that users wil l have a Virtual cata-
logue at their ciisposal w h i c h , together w i th the 
W E B O P A C f r o m the S L U B in D r e s d e n and the 
C o n A r t index of artists ( launched in 2002) , wil l put 
research into c o n t e m p o r a r y art on a n e w Level. 
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